
In Solidarity with Women of the Wall
Erev Rosh Hodesh Nisan 5773---Israeli Embassy---The New Moon, March 11, 2013

Am Kolel---Ameinu
DC Local Leadership Council

of the New Israel Fund
Eizor Moshava (Habonim Dror) 
Temple Micah---Temple Shalom

WfWoW is an informal group supporting Women of the Wall and promoting pluralism in- and outside Israel. WoW is all female, with male 
supporters; over 25 years WoW has evolved its own form of women's tefillah [prayer] practice. WfWoW is not exclusive to women; monthly 
solidarity services, held in rotating locations, have been following the custom of the place. Today's program includes song and education 
designed for wide inclusion. (Non-partnership) egalitarian mincha [afternoon] and maariv [evening] prayers, led by women, follow.

Welcome Myrna Seidman (Adat Shalom*)
Songs of Hallel ALL, led by Sarah Beller, Jessica Gordon, Joelle Novey, and Rebecca Sendor-Israel (misc.*), 

with Linda Yitzchak (Adas Israel*)
On Women of the Wall Judith Gelman (Adat Shalom*)
On Pluralism Rabbi David Shneyer (Am Kolel*)
Tallit SolidarityCeremony ALL, led by Virginia Spatz (Temple Micah, etal*)
Mincha ALL, led by Sara Geller (B'nai Shalom of Olney*)
Maariv ALL, led by Alys Cohen (Fabrangen Havurah*)
Prayer for Women of the Wall Elaine Reuben (Fabrangen Havurah*) *for identification purposes       

We begin with songs of Hallel

Next pages from Women of the Wall's Prayers for Rosh Hodesh. Editors: Cheryl Birner Mack and Vivian Singer. 
Hebrew text/fonts © Davka. English translations from Siddur Sim Shalom © The Rabbinical Assembly. 

www.WomenoftheWall.org.il
Women of the Wall, P.O. Box 31936 Jerusalem

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Join WfWoW for Rosh Hodesh Iyar, April 11, 7:30 a.m. at Tifereth Israel, 7701 16th NW. June's service: Ohev Shalom (across the street).

May TBD. Additional activities in the works. Visit WfWOW on Facebook or www.WashingtonWOW.webs.com







               Min hametzar karati yah, anani va-mer-chav yah...

...ozi v'zimrat YAH vayahi-li lishua...



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tallit Solidarity Ceremony
How precious is your constant love, O God. Mortals take shelter under Your wings. 

They feast on the abundance of Your house. You give them drink from Your streams of delights. 
For with You is the fountain of life. In Your light we see light. (Psalms 36-8-10) 

, מְקוֹר חַיִּים; , נִרְאֶה-אוֹר  כִּי-עִמְּךָ  Ki-immecha m'kor chayyim. B'orcha nireh or           . בְּאוֹרְךָ

Merciful God, the outside world is full of bustle and turmoil.
You are close to us everywhere, but  the burdens and obstacles of 
daily life can rise as a barrier between our hearts and You.
In rituals of wrapping those barriers disappear.
Wrapping reminds us of Your precious constant love,
helps us feel the safety and security of your protecting hand.

[in spirit of Fanny Neuda's “On Entering the Synagogue” in
Hours of Devotion translated by Dinah Berland.]

Today, Women of the Wall,
and so many of our brothers and sisters around the world,
struggle to find the peace in worship we so often take for granted.
Today, we unfurl the garments that, for many of us, contribute 
to our individual and collective sense of sanctuary.
We are grateful for the rights we enjoy, even while aware 
of the many who do not yet enjoy them.

For those who choose: Unfurl your prayer shawl at this point. 
Hold it aloft... but do not wrap yourself in its shelter.

Together: For with You is the fountain of life. 
In Your light we see light.  (Psalms 36:10)

Leader: Hashem, our God, Fountain of Life and Light, help us see 
one another more clearly through Your light. Bring more light to our 
leaders in the U.S., in Israel, and around the world. Today, our 
shoulders go unprotected by our sheltering garments as we stand in 
solidarity with Women of the Wall and all who struggle for the 
freedom of religious practice. We remember the words of Proverbs: 
“Listen, my child, to your father's instruction, and do not forsake your 
mother's teaching.” We pray: May Your Sheltering Presence fill the 
world, soon and in our time. And let us say: Amen. 

For those who choose: Lower prayer shawls at this point.



At the New Moon,
In Solidarity/For Understanding

Oh God, our God and God of our ancestors, 
everything we accomplish is but a reflection of Your gifts to us, much 
as the moon only reflects the light of the sun. 
At Rosh Hodesh, only the barest sliver of moon is visible to us, and 
there is much we cannot see. Today, too, we see but a sliver of Klal 
Yisrael, the whole of the Jewish world, from our separate Jewish 
communities. There is much we cannot see. 
As the moon waxes, so too may our understanding of the wider 
Jewish world, particularly, those with whom we differ. 
Renew our lives, we pray, 
for a life of peaceful co-existence in our religious variety;
for a life of goodness, 

enriched by a widening sense of community;
of blessing; of sustenance; of health;
marked by piety and fear of sin, as we recognize 

the image of God in each individual;
free from shame and reproach, as we renew our efforts

to guard our tongues and our thoughts;
of abundance with honor;
filled with love of Torah, in all its facets, 

and reverence for You, 
in which the worthy desires of our hearts 

will be fulfilled for good.

May the One who has done wonderful things for our ancestors, who 
redeemed them from slavery to freedom, 
bring us from the narrow confines of our own philosophies and 
practices to a wider understanding and love for our people, scattered 
to the four corners of the world. Bring us together toward an Israel 
united, for life, rejoicing, happiness, salvation and consolation. And 
let us say: AMEN.

V. Spatz, written for Rosh Hodesh Elul 5770 service in solidarity with WoW, based 
on traditional new moon prayers. Other prayers written for this service, 5773.

From Psalm 139 (for times of trouble)
Pamela Greenberg The Complete Psalms: The Book of Prayer Songs in a New 
Translation. NY: Bloomsberg, 2010. Used with permission

Put an end to the hatred of the haters, 
those who have made me their foe.

Search me out with shovel and torchlight, God
know my heart by means of compassion.

Understand the turbulent branching of my thoughts.

See the road that brings me sadness,
and lead me instead on the path of eternal life.

Women of the Wall:
On December 1, 1988, a multi-denominational group of women 
conducted a women's prayer service at Jerusalem’s Western Wall 
(Kotel). They stood together, some wearing  tallitot (prayer shawls), 
prayed aloud and read the Torah. Since that first group service, WoW 
has endured violence and court battles, attempting to pray together at 
that holy site, wear tallitot, and read aloud from a Torah scroll. 
-- adapted from "History,” http://womenofthewall.org.il 

WoW aims to change the status-quo that currently prevents women 
from praying freely at the Western Wall and to educate people on the 
social, political and personal ramifications of limiting women’s right 
to pray as a group at a holy site. Silencing women in prayer is a 
violation of civil rights, human rights and religious freedoms. 
-- adapted from "Mission," http://womenofthewall.org.il 

. וְאַל-תִּטֹּשׁ, תּוֹרַת אִמֶּךָ  שְׁמַע בְּנִי, מוּסַר אָבִיךָ; 
Shema, beni, musar avicha v'al titosh torat imecha.

Listen, my child, to your father's instruction,
and do not forsake your mother's teaching.

 (Proverbs 1:8)


